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APPENDIX 2 

Project information and composition of the Commission’s working 
group 

Proposed activity: A Netherlands dredging company applied for ORET 
subsidy for pollution removal and storage, sand mining and land reclama-
tion in the framework of the Taparura Town Development Initiative in 
Sfax, Tunisia. This has been done at the request of the Tunisian authori-
ties. 
  
The final objective of the initiative aims at new social and economic activ-
ity in the city centre of Sfax, on an area of about 500 ha (in two phases, 
see map in appendix 3). The area is located in between the actual eco-
nomic heart of the city, the harbour, the coastline and a waste area. Be-
fore new activities can be realised, the area has to be cleaned up. Waste 
from a now dismantled phosphate fertiliser factory is partly stored and 
partly covers the beach area over 300 ha. The polluted material has to be 
removed in a safe way and properly stored. The initiative proposes to con-
centrate all polluted material in a new storage at the same location. The 
new deposit will be covered to develop a city park. The beach area, from 
which the polluted material has been removed, will be raised with sand 
from the nearby Kerkennah channel (in total about 500 ha) for leisure ac-
tivities (beach, open-sea), new economic activities and housing. 
 
Categories: DAC/CRS codes: 43030 Urban development and manage-
ment ; 21061 Storage ; 32268 Offshore minerals. 

Project numbers: Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assess-
ment (NCEA): 062 

Procedural information: 
Letter with Request for Advice    : October 17, 2005 
Email with Renewed Request for Advice   : January 9, 2006 
Submission of Draft Advisory Review   : March 8,  2006 
Withdrawal of the Request for Advice   : April 13, 2006 
Submission of Advice for the 
benefit of the Tunisian authorities    : July 13, 2006 



 
Significant details: The Commission is of the opinion that a lot of infor-
mation is available on the initiative, but the reports do not underpin the 
site selection of the deposit, nor the information on the basis of which 
other locations have been discarded. In view of the long term conse-
quences of this deposit (land use limitations and surrounding city devel-
opments) the assessment of location alternatives is essential. 
Taking this into consideration, the Commission has reviewed the available 
assessments (appendix 4) and provided a number of recommendations 
which may lead to substantial environmental benefits or minimization of 
risks of the Taparura project. An overview of the recommendations can be 
found in chapter 2. There are more specified in chapter 3. Outside the 
scope of the review, but welcomed by FMO, the Commission gave some 
general observations regarding the future city development. 
 

Composition of the working group of the Netherlands Commission for 
Environmental Assessment:  
Mr Frank Wijnants 
Mr Joop de Schutter 
Mr Ronald van Oostrum 

Chairman: 
Mr Klaas Jan Beek 

Technical secretary:  
Ms Petrie van Gent 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 4  
 

List of Key Documents  

 

1. Décret No. 2005 – 1991 du 11 juillet 2005, relative a l’étude d’impact sur 
l’environnement et fixant les catégories d’unités soumises à l’EIE et les ca-
tégories d’unités soumises aux cahiers des charges. 

2. Projet de dépollution et de réhabilitation des cotes nord de la ville de Sfax 
EIE - Rapport général. SCET - Tunisie, Septembre 2002*. 

3. Travaux de dépollution et de réhabilitation des cotes nord de la ville de 
Sfax - Dossier d'appel d'offres - Cahier des clauses techniques particulières. 
SCET Tunisie et NEDECO Amersfoort. Novembre 2004. 

4. Cartes : Niveau actuel, surface intérieur de phosphogypse et surface infé-
rieur d’excavation, and Total excavation layer thickness.. 

5. Etude d'identification de gîtes de remblais terrestres ; SCET, Novembre 
2004. 

6. Etude complémentaire à l'étude d'impact de l'emprunt de sable du Canal de 
Kerkennah sur les côtes de Sfax et des îles Kerkennah. GIE Villes Nouvel-
les de France, Avril 1999. (en Annexe: Etude d'impact de l'emprunt de sa-
ble du Canal de Kerkennah sur les côtes de Sfax et des îles de Kerkennah.) 

7. Mode  d'exécution pour les travaux de dépollution et de réhabilitation des 
côtes nord de la ville de Sfax. 17 Mai 2005. 

8. Travaux de dépollution et de réhabilitation des côtes nord de la ville de 
Sfax. Method statement. 04 Mai 2005. 

9. Plan d'Aménagement Taparura, Sfax EIE. Société d'Etudes et d'Aménage-
ment des Cotes nord de la ville de Sfax, Janvier 2004. 

 
 
* From this report, the following pages are missing : 
110-111: Initial situation, marine flora and fauna ; 
122-125: Socio-economic environment (transport, ecological require-
ments); 
128-129: Impact of dredging activities; 
142-147: Impact of sanitation activities; 
164-165: Accompanying measures / Realisation 
 




