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APPENDIX 2 

Project Information  

Proposed Activity: Reduction of the methane and carbon dioxide content of 
the waters of Lake Kivu is necessary to reduce the risk of sudden eruption of 
these gases and the related risk of casualties that such an eruption would 
imply. The governments of Rwanda and the DRC have chosen to reduce gas 
saturation of Lake Kivu’s waters in a profitable and environmentally sustain-
able way. Both countries have long been contemplating beneficial ways of ex-
ploiting the methane resource. A lot of research has been going on over time.  
Aware of the permanent risk of sudden gas eruption, there has always been 
broad agreement that monitoring is necessary on: 

 the overall stratification of the lake at large, and 
 the influence of methane harvesting and methane use on lake stratifi-

cation and on the environment 
However, there was as yet no full agreement on how this should be done and 
who should do it.  
 
The ministry of Infrastructure (through the state minister of Energy), desiring 
to break the deadlock on these issues, proposed a workshop and invited all 
stakeholders in Lake Kivu methane gas exploitation. In addition, the ministry 
asked NCEA to facilitate the workshop, act as the workshop secretariat and 
formulate advice on methane harvesting and lake stratification monitoring. 
     
After a successful workshop, in which a general agreement was reached on 
both scientific and organisational aspects, the working group provided input 
for the “Mandatory Requirements and Guidelines - Rules and Regulations for 
the Design and Operation of Gas Extraction” document of UPEGAZ and for 
the WB-prepared Carbon Credits request.  
More detailed information of the Workshop can be found on NCEA’s website 
at: http://www.commissiemer.nl/ncea/reportworkshoplakekivu/ . 
 
This advice is a further refinement to support the Governments of Rwanda 
and DRC to embed harvesting of the methane resource and monitoring of the 
stratification of Lake Kivu in a legal, regulatory and institutional setting.  
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